
 
 

Texas High School Rodeo Association 

704 ½ Southview Circle 

Center, Texas 75935 

(P) 830-815-1800 

www.thsra.org 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 1, 2019 

 

Local Student Qualifies for Texas High School Rodeo State Finals 

Red Springs, Texas . – Gracie Gambino, a Red Springs native, will be traveling to Abilene, Texas, June 8-15 

to compete in the Texas High School Rodeo Association State Finals. 

 The state finals rodeo is an annual, week-long event where high school students across Texas and 

surrounding states come and compete. Numerous awards, scholarships and the opportunity to represent Texas at 

the National High School Finals Rodeo held each July are all up for grabs. 

Contestants compete in rodeos throughout the year in one of 10 regions across the state. At the last 

rodeo of regional level competition, the top 10 competitors in each event are announced. These contestants are 

then given the opportunity to represent their region on the state level at the THSRA state finals. 

Gracie, a THSRA Region 4 member, will be competing on the state level in the barrel racing, team 

roping, and goat tying events.  

“This is the culmination of a lot of hard work for high school rodeo athletes, our families, and our 

equine partners, and every competitor has earned the right to compete in Abilene,” said Gracie. “We will be 

competing for a chance to earn a qualifying spot to compete at Nationals in a few weeks, and that is extremely 

exciting.”   

Gracie is a 17 Year Old East Texas Cowgirl that loves all things rodeo and horses.  She participates in 

many different events within rodeos and other equestrian competitions.  Gracie is extremely appreciative of 

everyone who has supported her along her journey.  She has many teachers, coaches, sponsors, and cheerleaders 

that have made it possible for her to live her dreams inside the arena. 

Gracie works both ends of the arena and recently finished up the 2018 Women’s Professional Rodeo 

Association (WPRA) season and competed in the World Finals in Waco, Texas.  Competing against ladies of all 



ages, she left Waco ranked as the #3 All Around Cowgirl in the World, among household names such as Jackie 

Crawford, Kelsie Chace, Lari Dee Guy, and Whitney DeSalvo.   She finished the year in the Top 5 Cowgirl Tie 

Down Ropers and the fast time of the World Finals in Round 4.   She also earned money at the World Finals in 

the Barrel Racing, Team Roping (header), and Break Away Roping competitions. “I am extremely blessed to 

have the support of our community, family, and friends.  It takes a village of people to make this dream 

happen,” Gracie said. 

The Texas High School Rodeo Association is a 501-C non-profit organization, which is the largest, most 

prestigious state high school rodeo association in the nation. THSRA sponsors over 125 rodeos per year 

throughout 10 regions across Texas. The rodeo year begins in August and concludes with the Texas High 

School Finals Rodeo in June. It is here, at the largest rodeo in the state of Texas, where “The Elite Compete” 

featuring the top cowboys and cowgirls from each Region. They compete for numerous awards, scholarships as 

well as the coveted honor of representing the state at the National High School Finals Rodeo held each July in 

Wyoming. For additional information about the THSRA Finals visit www.thsra.org or contact Holly DeLaune 

at delaune.holly@gmail.com.  For additional information about Gracie Gambino, visit www.team-gracie.com or 

email Team_Gracie@outlook.com. 
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